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Does Texting affect my Writing?
The onset of social media and communication gadgets has helped the growth of interactions but at the same time, other areas such as formality in education have been affected in a great deal (Kemp, 2010). Many people especially learners spent valuable time using their gadgets and phones texting as this is regarded as an easy way to communicate. It is however unfortunate that such people do not worry about the negative implications of such behaviour which is highly addictive. When texting, we focus on the easiest ways to send the messages and communicate and the same behaviour is evident when writing. The addictive nature of texting leads to forgetfulness when dealing with formal writing and the consequences of this behaviour are seen in classrooms when doing formal writings.
On a personal level, texting impacts my writing and this is evident through the use of vocabulary and grammar and when texting, I mostly use letters instead of full words.  For instance, “your’’ is created as “ur’’ and “you’’ as “u’’ and this is sometimes translated into writing. I use valuable time on a daily basis when texting and this has had an impact in my writing skills. There is a correlation between too much use of short message service and text messaging and increased poor grammar and punctuation mistakes. This proves that texting affects my writing skills. 
In the current world, texting has become the major way of communication since individuals no longer pick up their phones to have meaningful conversations. Texting is a central part of a teen’s life and it has affected the way we communicate and therefore affects our writing skills. Texting helps in our daily communication with others but also holds its negative effects on writing skills (Cullington, 2011).As a result of texting; I have realized that I have become more careless about the use of writing mechanisms. Recently, my friends suggested that texting discouraged me from using proper grammar and punctuation thus struggling when I need to write formally. In some cases, I do not even mind whether or not I have used the correct punctuation while texting and this is sometimes seen in my written tasks.
One critical effect of texting is that it lowers the quality levels of communication Texting has always filled our responses that are one-lined  hence preventing deeper connection with friends that other communication forms can create (Hyler, 2014). Abbreviations such “ttyl’’ and “fr’’ makes a communication to be less intimate between individuals. It, therefore, makes it difficult to make purposeful conversations with others since texting promotes a more distant way of communication. 
It is clear that distant communication leads to lower levels of confidence while writing thus decreasing how a student can write. It is because poor communication skills results to lower levels of writing skills (Hyler, 2014). The use of these short forms when texting which are also translated in writing impairs the formality of communication as well as its effectiveness and efficiency to the audience. I use the short forms in my daily communication while texting and as such, this has become a habit. Controlling the habit has not been easy and this has been extended to the classroom. I always try to formalize my writing but since texting using informal language is addictive, my language and writing and communication have been affected critically.
It is also evident that texting promotes the use of improper grammar thus leading to poor writing skills. Through texting, it is easier for individuals to consider using the easiest way out by spelling words in a wrong manner, for example, shortening of words like “cuz’’ rather than because (Baron, 2013). Continued use of improper and informal grammar can translate to the daily life of a person thus affecting their writing skills in a negative way. The other issue with texting is that it leads to difficulty in interpreting other people’s language. Through face to face, communication can help understand what a person says and therefore convey their message in an easy way (Baron, 2013). However, texting establishes a situation whereby communication does not convey the emotions of an individual; therefore, a person lacks enough confidence to effectively develop his or her writing skills.
It can also be affirmed that texting has affected my writing skills in a positive way because through text messages, I have been inspired to write more thus giving me assurance when writing in a formal way. Since I like texting, I am able to convey my messages to the reader using the least words possible. I believe that texting has helped me to expand my personal voice since I am able to offer individual insights and express my feelings and interests to the readers and the general audience. Through texting, I have also learned how to structure sentences that are coherent and cohesive hence communicating properly.
The art of writing may be at risk as long as the process of texting goes on. there are benefits and disadvantage to writing texts (Wiggins, 2012).The texting process has sorted the demand of having conversations but also it comes with a price of invaluable writing skills is it is replaced with human interactions. Students should be cautious about texting and they should not combine formal and informal writing. As hinted, texting is a very addictive activity and in order to prevent it from affecting our writing negatively, we should always focus on the use of formal language, grammar as well as vocabulary. Success in the classroom is achieved when a learner communicated and writes formally and therefore, we should develop our skills through formal texting.
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